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We have recently had about 30% of all CVs sent in by candidates in Adobe Acrobat pdf format. Please think twice before converting your CV and sending it in this format. It drives us insane! 

Adobe appears to be one of the most unstable platforms around and crashes our computers when it clashes with Firefox and Windows Explorer and anything else thrown into its' path. 

I know that some law firms ask for CVs in pdf format - simply because it makes it easier to read and reduces the risk of viruses, which Microsoft Office appears to be highly susceptible to. 

However, as a legal recruitment agency who invested in technology some time ago to enable automated upload of CVs onto our system quickly and efficiently, .pdf files are the bane of our life!

Every time one gets sent, we have to reformat it into a word document, and if we want to use it to send out (*with your consent of course), we have to remove all the text boxes that our specialist converter software throws into the mix for us. This can take anything from 5 to 20 minutes. 

Legal recruitment consultants have enough to do at the moment with the constant bombardment of CVs and telephone calls from candidates - the market is still not booming unfortunately - and converting pdf files is not one of our priorities...

I know they look good, and to be honest if I was sending out my own CV I may consider pdf files, but it does not really assist your application. 

Please think twice before sending them. I may be slightly crotchety when writing this after just converting 11 CVs in a row!

Ten-Percent Legal Recruitment - Online Legal Recruitment for Solicitors, Legal Executives, Fee Earners, Support Staff, Managers and Paralegals. Visit our Website to search or download our Vacancy Database or view our Candidate Database online.
 
 
 
 
 

Our Legal Careers Shop has eBooks on CV Writing for Lawyers, Legal Job Interview Guide, Interview Answers for Lawyers, NQ Career Guide, Guide to Finding Work Experience or a Training Contract and the Entrants Guide to the Legal Profession.  To visit our Sale/Clearance section please click here.  www.ten-percent.co.uk/careersshop  
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Overpaid Charity CEOs - top 40 of high paid employees - updated 2022
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  In 2014, we wrote an article about high pay in the charity sector after the Charity Commission started to require all charities to disclose pay of senior executives earning more than £60,000.    We have updated the list for 2022, with a comparison chart so you can see the difference between 2014 and 2022. We have included the source of the most recent salary levels and the year refers to the accounts year we extracted the salary information from.   2022 Top 40 Chart of High Paying Charities           Charity          Highest salary          Year              Consumers’   Association          £390k-£400k          2020              MSI Reproductive   Choices          £240k-£250k          2020              Save the Children   International          £285k-£300k          2020              Cancer Research UK            £240k-£250k          2020              The British Red   Cross Society          £170k-£180k          2020              Age UK          £180k-£190k          2020             
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Is it possible to work as a Paralegal when you are a Qualified Solicitor
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      This  question comes up all the time and is quite a common query that we  imagine the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) are getting better at  answering due to the sheer number of people asking the question. Many  years ago the advice seemed a bit varied at times, but we have recently  had a candidate who wanted to work in a locum role in the short term and  waiting to go back on the Roll and get a practising certificate after  some time spent outside the profession. She has been given fairly  concise advice on whether she could work as a paralegal whilst waiting  to be readmitted which we are repeating here.   This  article is written as a discussion point and is not intended to be  advice in any shape or form. For full advice on your particular set of  circumstances please speak to the SRA (or whoever else you like, but  please do not depend on the information in this article!). The SRA have a  simple online test to determine if you need a practising certificate  and this i
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What questions are asked in an Investors in People Assessment?
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Recently Ten Percent Legal Recruitment was assessed for the investor in people accreditation. We worked very hard on this and spent some time as a company ensuring that all our procedures and policies were in place and that our staff were aware of the various requirements of the Investor in People process. We wondered how the assessment would go and also what the questions were likely to be during the interviews. The assessor was very friendly and explained from the outset what she was wanting to do and we were already aware that we would have thirty minute interviews with the directors and managers and twenty minute interviews with the staff. We also had the Investors in People programme so we were able to look and see what the actual questions would be based on, but there was nowhere to indicate what questions would be asked in the investor in people assessments. So if this helps anyone else, here are the questions we were asked in our investors in people accreditation: The assessor 
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Chancery Lane Legal Jobs Board is a specialist site for solicitors and legal support staff in the UK and overseas. Upload a CV, a video CV or use our free online CV wizard.
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